
The Blue Plaque Trail

In 2026 the Chorley Town Trails were enhanced by the addition of 11 blue plaques drawing attention
to key figures in the story of how Chorley developed from a small township to a significant borough. 
Two additional plaques, for John Hollinshead and Sir Walter Norman Haworth, will be added once 
building works are complete. Here there is more information about the people commemorated on 
the plaques, arranged in the order they arise as one follows the trail leaflets.

Town Trail One :

A. George Birtill, OBE (1912-2000)

Mr Birtill was perhaps the best known Chorley figure of the second half of the twentieth century. A 
journalist, he became a magistrate in 1967 and served as mayor 1995-6. He was editor of the Chorley
Guardian, a publication he served for over 30 years, and this formed a base for his contribution to 
local history. He wrote a series of books which often combined extensive and interesting knowledge 
with pleasant walking routes. Follow Any Stream, a passage along the River Yarrow, is a good 
example, as is Towpath Trek on the Leeds-Liverpool canal.

He also gathered an immense collection of photographs on local topics, some 17 boxes housed as an
aid to researchers in the Reference Library at Chorley. This work was supported by lectures on local 
history and he eventually gained the honorary  title of Chorley



Oliver Cooper led Chorley



F. Sir Walter Norman Haworth (1883-1950)

He is reputed to have been a student at the Hollinshead Chapel School and there is already a stone 
plaque in Byron Street.

His fame arose from his career as a chemist: learning, teaching and researching at Manchester, 
Birmingham and Armstrong (Durham, later Newcastle) Universities. He focused on studying ascorbic 
acids.

 In 1915 he created the Haworth Projection- a way of converting three dimensional sugar structures 
into two dimensional graphics.  His major breakthrough came in identifying the separate properties 
of Vitamin C. 

He was created a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1928 and awarded the Nobel prize for Chemistry in 
1937.

G. Sir Henry Hibbert 1850-1927

Sir Henry was perhaps one of Chorley



I. Monsignor Canon Thomas Crank

Thomas Crank was St Mary



In 1853 he published a thorough report on the abject state of public 
health in Chorley, focusing on the inadequate water supply, drainage 
and sewage. He was particularly hard on the condition of cellars, there 
being classic examples in Chapel Street.

Chorley did not receive a local Board of Health as many northern town 
did, but it did set up an Improvement Commission in 1852. This body 
did, under Rawlinson




