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CHORLEY HERITAGE CENTRE GROUP
A Walk Through History

Temporary Exhibition

May is local history month and to
celebrate Chorley’s history our group
has been approached to exhibit photos
of the town. Pop into the library and take
a walk down memory lane.

Our most recent exhibition ‘Old Halls’ is on
throughout March and April at Chorley library in
the foyer. Discover the history of local halls,
many of which no longer exist, for example
Bagganley Hall, Gorse Hall and Duxbury Hall, to
name but a few.

If anyone recalls the shops or people
who worked there, please do share your
memories on Facebook or the website.

https://www.facebook.com/Chorley-Herit
age-Centre-Support-Group-1510704115
856497/?view_public_for=15107041158
56497

Temperance 190
The 190th anniversary of
signing of the Pledge in
Preston
The Institute of Historical Research is
putting together a programme of
UCLan-based events based around
the heritage of temperance, and of
the total abstinence movement in
Preston and Lancashire more widely,
as this was not only a claim to fame
in the nineteenth century but
remained a distinctive aspect of life
here, well into the twentieth century.
This also creates opportunities for
local history groups to research and
share knowledge about the
movement in their own areas of
Lancashire. CHG decided to join in
with research, led by Bill Walker. At
the moment we are researching
Chorley’s involvement in the
Temperance Movement, recording
those who have first hand knowledge
of temperance and collecting artefacts.
At the moment we have a Minute book
of the Sons of Temperance and a
Rechabite poster/certificate.

Did you know about the temperance
bars in Chorley? Did you join the
Band of Hope? Have you any
certificates or artefacts? If you could
help our research, please get in
touch, it would be greatly
appreciated.
Watch out in the local press for
events taking place in Chorley and
Preston.
Temperance Exhibition 6 -11 June
2022 - Chorley Methodist Church
10.00am - 2.20pm
https://www.uclan.ac.uk/events/listing/
temperanceat190-exhibition

Myles Standish Garden Update

As many of you are aware, Tom Atherton and
Homescapes were involved in forming a garden
commemorating Myles Standish and The
Mayflower 400 at Duxbury. Here’s Tom’s update.
The Myles Standish Garden is progressing. We
have had a meeting on site with the council and
St James School (Charlotte Jukes and Andrew
Clark ). We have more or less finalised the
format for the sign board which Charlotte is
currently attending to. We have had a meeting
with Sir Lindsay Hoyle who has promised
support for the setting up of a charity trust to
make the funding of the garden independent. St
James school is about to commence planting
and we have earmarked Friday 1st July as a
ceremonial opening of the garden - Sir Lindsay
is willing to be present. I would very much
appreciate the participation of the heritage
society at this event and as aforementioned I
would like to arrange a meeting with yourselves
early April. There has been a lot more discussion
in varied directions and I will fill in the details of
these when we meet.

Chorley Heritage Centre Support
Group Facebook Page

Did Shakespeare Live in Lancashire?

Braiding Machine
Members of the committee had a very
positive meeting with Philip Butler
Curator of Queen St. Mill.
For a number of years we have been
trying to find a new home for a
braiding machine which John Sellers
gave to the group but which had to
remain in the dark at The Albion for
many years because of a lack of
exhibiting space.
Contact was made with Manchester’s
Science and Industry Museum,
Gawthorpe Hall and the National
Trust, and Calderdale Industrial
Museum to no avail. However, there
could be the possibility of it moving to
Queen’s Street Mill. Mr Butler was
also able to meet Chorley Heritage
member, Roger Mason, whose
grandfather was a user and member
of Queen St. Mill and Barry Lowe who
had dealings with the mill during his
career as an architect. Fingers
crossed.
Lancashire Local History Federation
Conference ‘At Home in
Westhoughton’
Here are the details for LLHF “At Home”
which is hosted this year by the
Westhoughton Local History Group. It is to
be held on Saturday 14 May at

The 2022 AGM for the Lancashire Local History
Federation will be held as a Zoom meeting on
Tuesday 22 March at 7.00 pm. The AGM business
meeting will be kept short and it will be followed with
a talk by Dr Mike Winstanley on ‘Did Shakespeare
spend his ‘lost years’ as a teenager in
Lancashire?’ The meeting is hosted by the Friends
of Lancashire Archives Zoom and you do not need to
reserve a place, just join us on the night using this
link :
The Lancashire Local History Federation is inviting
you to its AGM at 7.00pm on Tuesday 22 March.
This is hosted on Zoom by the Friends of Lancashire
Archives. A waiting room will be in operation and
participants are asked to turn off their cameras and
microphones during the talk by Dr Winstanley.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82492311184?pwd=bHQ0
UFJxL0FJYnlKWUZSSFFrUWZ5Zz09
Access after 6.45pm for prompt 7.00pm start.

Chorley Library Reference Section
re-open!

Yes the community history floor is open again,
subject to staff being available to man it. If they
has a most interesting set of speakers lined
are short-staffed, unfortunately they will need to
up for the day. I hope you will be able to
close it.
join us. Zoe Lawson Membership Secretary They have the map and reels and reference
books available as before.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2 We are also grateful for the library being positive
&ik=9de78be32b&attid=0.1&permms about us exhibiting in the community section in
gid=msg-f:1726588471401823827&th future.
Westhoughton High School and the Group

=17f613111f30be53&view=att&disp=i
nline

DO YOU WANT A
HERITAGE CENTRE IN
CHORLEY?

DO WE NEED A HERITAGE
CENTRE IN CHORLEY?

Chorley Heritage Centre Support Group Chorley Heritage Centre Support Group
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President: Reverend John Cree
Winner – Best New Archive 2011 …..
10th March 2022.

Re: The Urgent Need for A Heritage Centre in Chorley Town Centre
The Chorley Heritage Centre group has achieved much (please see Appendix). However, we have not
yet realised our major aim of establishing a heritage centre at the heart of the town. The location is
vital in contributing to maximum footfall. We ask for your support in demonstrating the demand for
such a centre and helping to establish it. This would be a central focal point for the town’s pride, in
being:
a) A distribution point for a town trail; b) an information point; c) a meeting place for cultural and
heritage groups;
d) A key part of a developing civic centre; e) an exhibition centre, available to local groups and
individuals
It could be a suitable building or even just a room. It is vital that it is in the town centre, thus
encouraging footfall to the
town’s businesses and market. Suitable sites might be: most evidently the previous Citizens’ Advice
Bureau on Fazackerley Street, but also the ground floor of an unused appropriate historic building in
Market Street or environs, or a new building on Town Green/ inside Astley Park Gates, a Market
Walk Shop, a room in the Library or Primrose Gardens.
Our Heritage Group would provide voluntary support, stewarding and experience. Other groups,
active in promoting Chorley’s history, heritage and culture, would be given the opportunity to be
involved. It does not matter who owns it.

The centre needs to be created as soon as possible. The Heritage Group has lost its base at Astley
Farmhouse owing to the facility being turned over to a commercial use and the promised inclusion
in the Coach House redevelopment being shelved. In any case, Astley Hall is not central to Chorley.
Alongside many hours of planning and organisation led by Chorley Heritage Group and supported by
similar groups and St Laurence’s Church, the Council spent significant sums on the Mayflower 400
Membership, the appointment of an officer to work with the Myles Standish project and the G7
Speakers’ Conference September 2021 (which included a visit to the Myles Standish Exhibition in St
Laurence’s church). There is a danger that any momentum from these events will be dissipated. A
visible heritage centre continuing the interest in the town’s history for residents and visitors would
be a great tool in extracting value from the initiatives above.
Few towns of Chorley’s size and stature have failed to establish a heritage centre. This omission can
be rectified by your support and thus the creation of a town centre heritage hub become a reality.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully,
Jenny Cree and the Committee of Chorley Heritage Centre Group
Chorley Heritage Centre Support Group
President: Reverend John Cree
©
©
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Please demonstrate your support by signing and returning the slip below, either by
response to the covering email
address, or to the Secretary, Chorley Heritage Centre Group, 22 Yarrow Gate, Chorley, PR7
3 AZ, or messaging
www.chorleyheritagecentre.co.uk, or writing direct to your local councillor). Please reply
as soon as possible; we
would hope to present a report, by 2nd June, to coincide with the celebration of the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

I/we support the establishment of a Chorley Heritage Centre as a matter of importance and urgency
Name………………………………………………………………….. Organisation ( if
relevant)………………………….
Preferred Contact
Details…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………….

My/Our own ideas about a new heritage centre for Chorley, as part of a developing civic hub:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………
(should you wish, please continue on additional sheet below)
Winner – Best New Archive 2011 …..

Letters have been circulated to schools, councillors etc. Help us
achieve a heritage centre in our town.

